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1975;  Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 646, Sec. 2, eff. Aug. 26, 1985;  Acts 1987, 

70th Leg., ch. 823, Sec. 1.06, eff. June 20, 1987;  Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 

1084, Sec. 1.11, 4.01(1), eff. Sept. 1, 1989;  Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 668, 

Sec. 7.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1993;  Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 138, Sec. 1, eff. May 

19, 1997;  Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 373, Sec. 1, eff. May 25, 2001;  Acts 2003, 

78th Leg., ch. 818, Sec. 6.03, eff. Sept. 1, 2003;  Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 

820, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by: 

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 354 (S.B. 1226), Sec. 1, eff. June 17, 2005.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 338 (H.B. 2908), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 

2011.

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1083 (S.B. 1179), Sec. 25(17), eff. June 

17, 2011.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 507 (S.B. 67), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 

2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1155 (S.B. 215), Sec. 31, eff. September 1, 

2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1155 (S.B. 215), Sec. 62(8), eff. September 

1, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1312 (S.B. 59), Sec. 17, eff. September 1, 

2013.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1236 (S.B. 1296), Sec. 5.006(b), eff. 

September 1, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1236 (S.B. 1296), Sec. 5.007, eff. 

September 1, 2015.

Sec. 61.0512.  BOARD APPROVAL OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMS.  (a)  A new degree or 

certificate program may be added at an institution of higher education only with 

specific prior approval of the board.  A new degree or certificate program is 

considered approved if the board has not completed a review under this section 

and acted to approve or disapprove the proposed program before the first 

anniversary of the date on which an institution of higher education submits a 

completed application for approval to the board.  The board may not summarily 

disapprove a program without completing the review required by this section.  

The board shall specify by rule the elements that constitute a completed 

application and shall make an administrative determination of the completeness 

of the application not later than the fifth business day after receiving the 

application.  A request for additional information in support of an application 

that has been determined administratively complete does not toll the period 

within which the application is considered approved under this section.
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